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REMARKS 

Status of Application 
Claims 21 and 26 are all the claims pending in the Application. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103 
Claims 21 and 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 

unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 7,223,912 to Nishimoto et al. ("Nishimoto") in view of 

U.S. Patent No. 6,524,189 to Rautilla ("Rautilla"). Applicant traverses this rejection for at 

least the following reasons. 

Nishimoto has an effective U.S. filing date of May 24, 2001. The present application 

claims priority from Japanese Application No. 2000-234512, filed August 2, 2000. Applicant 
therefore, perfects priority by enclosing an English language translation of JP 2000-234512, 
along with a statement that the translation is accurate. Applicant previously filed a certified copy 
of JP 2000-234512 in parent Application No. 09/903,574 on October 4, 2001. Applicant, 
therefore, respectfully requests that Nishimoto be removed as a reference against the claims of 
the present application. 

Rautilla, furthermore, fails to make up for the alleged teachings of Nishimoto. Rautilla 
alone, therefore, fails to support a prima facie case of obviousness, and fails to render claims 21 
and 26 unpatentable. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the rejection be 
withdrawn. 

Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 

2 



RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 
Application No. : 1 0/680,098 



Attorney Docket No.: Q77865 



Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

This Amendment is being filed via the USPTO Electronic Filing System (EFS). 
Applicant herewith petitions the Director of the USPTO to extend the time for reply to the 
above-identified Office Action for an appropriate length of time if necessary. Any fee due under 
37 U.S.C. § 1.17(a) is being paid via the USPTO Electronic Filing System (EFS). The USPTO is 
also directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue Fee and the 
Publication Fee, to Deposit Accoimt No. 19-4880. Please also credit any overpayments to said 
Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SUGHRUE MION, PLLC Alan J. Kasper 

Telephone: (202)293-7060 Registration No. 25,426 

Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 

WASHINGTON DC SUOHRUE/2655S0 

65565 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 

Date: January 15, 2009 
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